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BACKGROUND 

International attention has been growing on triangular cooperation. This interest has been prompted by the 

emergence of several developing countries which are going through a period of economic expansion and 

making progress in addressing their economic, social and environmental challenges. As a result, there is 

increasing demand to learn more about these countries’ development experiences, and triangular cooperation 

is a way to support this exchange. More generally, triangular co-operation can bring together the best of 

different actors – providers of development co-operation, partners in South-South co-operation (SSC) and 

international organisations – to share knowledge and implement projects that support the common goal of 

reducing poverty and promoting development.  

Several initiatives have been launched in recent years to promote dialogue on triangular cooperation, 

including under the auspices of the United Nations, the former Working Party on Aid Effectiveness, regional 

organisations as well as several national governments. These processes have underlined that triangular 

cooperation can make a substantial contribution to promoting development.  

Nevertheless, general agreement and greater clarity is still to emerge on the main characteristics of 

triangular cooperation. There is also a need to better understand and share lessons on how to make the most out 

of the advantages of triangular co-operation and deal with its challenges. 

This Policy Dialogue on Triangular Cooperation aims to advance these discussions by building consensus on 

the necessary elements for good triangular cooperation and agreeing on policy recommendations and actions 

by the international community to promote more and better triangular co-operation.  

Discussions at this conference will be informed by analytical work carried out by the OECD with a broad 

range of partners, including a brainstorming meeting that brought together 24 experts in triangular co-operation 

(on 13-14 September 2012, in Lisbon). The conclusions of this Policy Dialogue will be brought to the attention of the 

Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation and other relevant international processes, with a 

view to encourage further debate and joint action in the area of triangular cooperation. 

Participation in this event is by invitation. The conference will bring together senior-level officials in charge of 

development cooperation, particularly from key partners in triangular co-operation, and others interested in 

becoming involved in this form of co-operation.   

AGENDA 

DAY 1: 16 MAY 2013 

14:00-

14:30 

Welcome 

 Introduction by the host: 

Mr Paulo Nascimento, Vice-President, Camões – Institute for Cooperation and Language 

 Opening remarks:  

 Mr Erik Solheim, Chair of the OECD Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 

 Mr Francisco Almeida Leite, Portugal’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Co-operation 

14:30-

15:20 

Session 1. Setting the scene: Key findings from OECD analytical work on triangular co-operation  

This session will provide a common basis for discussions at the policy dialogue. The OECD will present 

the key findings from its analytical work on triangular cooperation, describing the characteristics and 

the “state-of-play” in triangular co-operation, as well as the different perceptions about its benefits and 

challenges. Mr Dieudonne Takouo (Cameroon) will present the conclusions of the brainstorming meeting 

on triangular cooperation and propose a set of “necessary elements” for good triangular co-operation. 

 Introduction by moderator: 

Mr Jorge Daccarett, Executive Director, Chilean Agency for International Co-operation 

 Presentation “Findings from analytical work on triangular co-operation”: 

Ms Karen Jorgensen, Head of the Review, Evaluation and Engagement Division, OECD Development 



Co-operation Directorate 

 Presentation “Necessary elements for good triangular co-operation”: 

Mr Dieudonné Takouo, Head of the Paris Declaration Follow-up Unit and Director for North-South 

Co-operation and Multilateral Organisations at the Ministry of Economy, Planning and Regional 

Development, Cameroon. 

 Questions and answers: All participants 

15:20-

16:35 

Session 2. Sharing experiences on triangular co-operation 

This session is expected to enrich understanding of different factors that can contribute to good 

triangular co-operation. Lead discussants will present their experiences of and aspirations for triangular 

co-operation, highlighting how these relate to the conclusions of the brainstorming meeting (Lisbon, 

13-14 September 2012). Participants will be invited to share their own views on the components of good 

triangular cooperation. 

 Introduction by moderator: 

Ms Jennifer Adams, Director, Office of Donor Engagement, United States Agency for International 

Development 

 Lead discussants:  

 Mr Hiroshi Kato, Director, Japan International Cooperation Agency Research Institute 

 Ms Juanita Olarte Suescun, Advisor to the General Director, Colombian Presidential Agency of 

International Co-operation 

 Ms Christina Matusse, National Vice Director for Planning, Ministry of Planning and Development, 

Mozambique  

 Open discussion: All participants 

16:35-

17:00 
Break 

17:00-

18:15 

Session 2. Sharing experiences on triangular co-operation (continued) 

This session is expected to enrich understanding of different factors that can contribute to good 

triangular co-operation. Lead discussants will present their experiences of and aspirations for triangular 

co-operation, highlighting how these relate to the conclusions of the brainstorming meeting (Lisbon, 

13-14 September 2012). Participants will be invited to share their own views on the components of good 

triangular cooperation. 

 Introduction by moderator:  

Mr Talaat Abdel Malek, Senior Adviser to the Minister of International Co-operation on Aid 

Effectiveness, Egypt 

 Lead discussants:  

 Mr Martin Rivero, Executive Secretary of the Ibero-American  Programme for Strengthening 

South-South Co-operation, SEGIB  

 Mr Abul Kalam Azad, Secretary, Economic Relations Division, Ministry of Finance, Bangladesh 

 Ms Vicky Poole, New Zealand’s Delegate to the DAC 

 Open discussion: All participants 

19:00-

20:30 
Reception, at the Ministry 

DAY 2: 17 MAY 2013 

9:00-

10:10 

Session 3. Main messages emerging from international initiatives on triangular co-operation 

Several initiatives have been launched in recent years to promote dialogue on triangular 

cooperation. Representatives of these initiatives will make a short presentation highlighting how the 

main messages coming out of these initiatives relate to the conclusions of the brainstorming meeting. 

Participants will discuss what more could be done to support and promote better triangular 

co-operation. 

 Introduction by moderator: 

Mr Talaat Abdel Malek, Senior Adviser to the Minister of International Co-operation on Aid 

Effectiveness, Egypt 

 Lead discussants:  

 Ms Mami Yamada Sakurai, Assistant Director for Partnerships and Triangular Co-operation, UN 



Office for South-South Co-operation 

 Ms Ursula Müller, Director General for Policy Issues and Political Governance of Bilateral 

Development Co-operation, Federal Ministry for Economic Co-operation and 

Development, Germany 

 Open discussion: All participants 

10:10-

10:30 
Break 

10:30-

12:00 

Session 4. Building consensus on the necessary elements for good triangular co-operation 

Drawing on the inputs and discussions during the previous sessions, this session is expected to build 

broader consensus on the necessary elements for good triangular cooperation and the ways of putting 

these elements in place. Participants will review the list of necessary elements presented in the first 

session of the Policy Dialogue and modify, improve on or validate these. 

 Introduction by moderator:  

Ms Jennifer Adams, Director, Office of Donor Engagement, United States Agency for International 

Development  

 Open discussion: All participants 

12:00-

14:00 
Lunch, at the Ministry 

14:00-

15:30 

 

Session 5. Actions to promote better triangular co-operation 

Discussions at this session are expected to promote agreement on a set of concrete actions that 

the international development community could take to support and promote triangular co-operation, 

including through the Global Partnership for Effective Development Co-operation. 

 Introduction by moderator:  

Mr Jorge Daccarett, Executive Director, Chilean Agency for International Co-operation 

 Lead discussants:  

 Ambassador Patrick I. Gomes, ACP Group of Countries, on behalf of the Building Block on 

South-South and Triangular Cooperation 

 Mr Luis Olivera, Executive Director of the Peruvian Agency for International Co-operation and 

member of the Steering Committee of the Global Partnership for Effective Development 

Co-operation 

 Open discussion: All participants 

15:30-

16:00 

Closing remarks  

 Prof Ana Paula Laborinho, President, Camões – Institute for Cooperation and Language 

 Ms Karen Jorgensen, Head of the Review, Evaluation and Engagement Division, OECD Development 

Co-operation Directorate 
 


